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Abstract 

In the days of rapid urbanization, it has been seen that sacred sites or culturally protected sites 

are emerging as a form of conservation. These sacred sites provide the inextricable link 

between present society to the past in terms of biodiversity, culture, religious and ethnic 

heritage. This study is part of a student research project to document the sacred sites around 

Gurudas College that are protected based on the religious belief of the local community.  
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Introduction:  

Religious beliefs and rituals are very much inter-linked and intimately related to management 

of the ecosystems
1
. It has been seen that approaches to conserving biodiversity that are based 

on cultural and religious values are often much more sustainable than those based only on 

legislation or regulation
2
.In the days of rapid urbanization it has been seen that sacred sites or 

culturally protected sites are emerging as a form of conservation
3
.  

The inclusion of the cultural and spiritual significance of nature in the governance and 

management of protected and conserved areas was given a broader platform through the 

mandate of the IUCN WCPA Specialist Group on Cultural and Spiritual Values of Protected 

Areas (CSVPA) which was founded in 1998. 

Sacred groves include natural areas recognized as sacred by indigenous and traditional 

peoples as well as natural areas recognized by institutionalized religions or faiths as places 

for worship and remembrance
4
.Sacred Groves (SGs) provide the inextricable link between 

present society to the past in terms of biodiversity, culture, religious and ethnic heritage5. 

This study is part of a student research project to document the sacred sites around Gurudas 

College that are protected based on the religious belief of the local community. This group of 

students, during semester IV had made surveys in rural and urban areas that resulted in a 

publication
6
. 

Materials and Methods  
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Study design  

Study site: Gurudas College, Kolkata- 700054, West Bengal, India. The college is located 

centrally and is flanked by Beleghata, Kadapara, Kankurgachi, Rajabazar areas. Gurudas 

College is located in an urban. At present Gurudas College has a campus of total area of 2.33 

acres (142 kathas). The coordinates of the college are 22.5712° N, 88.3905° E. Gurudas 

College had three buildings constructed on three plots intersected by public roads. They are 

named as Main building, Commerce Building and the Library/Golden Jubilee Building. The 

location map of the college using Google Earth image is presented as Fig.1. A Google Earth 

close up view of Gurudas College is presented as Fig. 2.  

 

Fig. 1 Google Earth view of Gurudas College, Kol-54 and adjoining areas. 

 

Fig. 2 Google Earth close up view of Gurudas College 

Objective: The purpose of this student project was to survey the surroundings of Gurudas 

College campus and document any plants that are conserved as sacred plants.  



Harvest (Online); Bi-Annual          Students’ Project Report : Plant Conservation Volume 8(1); 2023 

ISSN 2456-6551 Page 35 
 

Methodology  

The students working on this project took geo-tagged photographs of the plants around the 

college campus that were conserved as sacred plants. The plant that was conserved was 

identified. Identification of the plant and confirmation of the scientific name was done by the 

teacher guide. The local name of the plant, the deity worshipped there, the frequency of 

worship, name of the locality were noted down by the students.  

Results and Discussion  

From the survey it was found that six different plants were conserved based on religious 

beliefs. The scientific names, family, local names of the plants and type of area where 

conserved are presented in a tabular form as Table I. 

Table I. Details of the plants conserved 

Sl. 

No. 

Plant name Family Local name 

(Bengali) 

Locality Frequency 

of worship 

1 Ocimum tenuiflorum L. 

 

Lamiaceae Tulsi PhoolBagan Daily 

2 Ficus benghalensis L.and 

Ficus religiosa L.  

Moraceae Both (Banyan) 

and Ashaswata 

(Peepal) 

Beleghata,  Daily 

3 Ficus benghalensis L. Moraceae Both (Banyan)  PhoolBagan 

 

Daily 

& 

During 

Special 

Occasions 

4 Musa paradisiaca 

 

Musaceae Kala (Banana)  PhoolBagan 

 

Daily 

 

The pictures of these six plants are given as Fig.3-6. Some deities were part of the daily 

worship ritual among the local people. Different Hindu deities were worshipped at different 

times of the year. 
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Fig. 3 Beleghata area 

Common name- Banyan & Sacred Fig 

Scientific name- Ficus benghalensis & Ficus religiosa , Family: Moraceae 

Goddess- Ma Kali, Locality- Beleghata. 

At this sacred site the worship was done here on a regular basis. 

 

Fig. 4 Phoolbagan area 

Common name- Holy basil/ Tulsi  

Scientific name- Ocimum tenuiflorum, Family: Lamiaceae 

Goddess- Ma Tulsi. Locality- Phoolbagan, Beleghata 

At this sacred site the worship was done here on a regular basis.  
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                          Fig. 5 Phoolbagan area 

Common name- Banana tree 

Scientific name- Musa paradisiaca, Family- Musaceae 

Diety- Lord Vishnu, Locality-Phoolbagan, Beleghata. 

The worship done here is on a regular basis, special worship done here on Thursday which is 

known as "Kadali puja". Many people also believe if they worship this tree every Thursday 

then Lord Vishnu will protect, preserve and sustains life on our planet.  

 

Fig. 6 Phoolbagan area 

Common name- Banyan 

Scientific name- Ficus benghalensis, Family- Moraceae 

Diety: Parts of the tree were dedicated to different deities. Locality- Phoolbagan, Beleghata 

 

Different parts of the plant are considered to represent different Hindu dieties viz. the bark of 

the tree considered to be Lord Vishnu;. The roots of the tree considered to be Lord Brahma. 
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The branches of the tree considered to Lord Shiva. The leaf of the tree considered to be Lord 

Krishna's resting place. Many people also practised a ritual of tying thread in this plant for 

fulfilling their innermost desires. 

Conclusion 

Conservation policies should incorporate intangible cultural heritage or symbolic cultural 

values into their conceptualization of local cultural valuation, along with better known 

tangible cultural heritage or utilitarian cultural value. These sacred sites provide a means of 

safeguarding of cultural diversity which is essential to remind us of our identities. Around 

Gurudas College the students were able to document four different ares in the vicinity of the 

college. 
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